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Mr. MURKOWSKI. Until 5:10?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes. The

majority leader, then, has 5 minutes
with which to close.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Let’s run through
that one more time. At 5:10, the minor-
ity time expires. Then the vote is set
for 5:45?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 5:15.
f

ENERGY POLICY
Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, let

me again reflect on where I think we
are. We have chosen to try to get an
energy bill before this body all year.
We introduced an energy bill late in
January in the Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee. Hearings were
held. We had a little change of leader-
ship that resulted in a situation where
we could not get the bill brought up in
committee. In the meantime, of course,
the House of Representatives did its
work. It passed H.R. 4, which was an
energy bill. It was a good energy bill. It
had virtually everything that we felt
should be addressed in the body of the
bill because it addressed, if you will,
not only renewables but alternatives,
as well as new sources of energy.

H.R. 4 is the bill that is before us
right now, but it is coupled with a
cloning bill, and it is on a railroad re-
tirement bill. But I think we should
focus on the reality here, which is that
the President has asked for an energy
bill. The House has done its job. The
Senate has yet to do its job.

The ultimate disposition of this vote
today is not going to be very meaning-
ful because different Members are
going to be able to respond in different
ways. Those who are particularly at-
tuned to the cloning issue, obviously—
and I share the position of Senator
BROWNBACK that we should not be rush-
ing into this. There should be some
evaluation on its ethical and moral as-
pects. On the other hand, the fact that
it is on the railroad retirement bill,
which I happen to support, means there
is going to be different interpreta-
tions—whether the vote is contrary to
support for railroad retirement, sup-
port for energy, or support for cloning.

I want to focus on the void that will
be left after we are through. We are not
going to be able to have resolved get-
ting an energy bill up before the Sen-
ate. So we are going to have to search
for other means, whether it be the Ag-
riculture bill or stimulus bill or hold-
ing up a unanimous consent agree-
ment, which I am prepared to do. We
have talked about Christmas Eve,
about the stockings, and odds and ends;
but we have no assurance that the
Democratic leadership which controls
this body is going to give us a time cer-
tain to take up an energy bill and vote
up or down on it. That is within the
broad support of America’s special in-
terest groups—whether it be the labor
unions that we have heard from rel-
ative to the value of it as a stimulus,
or others.

Mr. President, when we look at stim-
ulus bills, where are you going to find

a better stimulus? It would create
250,000 jobs, generating $3 billion in
revenues from lease sales, and would
not cost the taxpayer a dime. What
about the national security interests
and America’s veterans who fought
overseas? I am reminded of my good
friend from Oregon who indicated that
he would rather vote for an ANWR bill
any day than send our men and women
overseas to fight a war over oil. That
was Senator Mark Hatfield.

So the President has called for an en-
ergy bill. We are disregarding our pop-
ular President’s wish in not addressing
it. We have heard from the Secretary of
Energy, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, and the Secretary of Labor, who
all recognize the importance of this.
The Democratic leadership says, no; we
are not going to take it up. We are
going to take it up later. When? Will he
give us a time certain to conclude it
and allow amendments and an up-or-
down vote? That is all we want.

What is happening here is they are
talking on, if you will, the prevailing
attitude of America’s veterans, orga-
nized labor, Teamsters, senior organi-
zations, Jewish organizations, who all
understand what national security is
all about in relation to the Mideast. We
have a bill—H.R. 4—that reduces de-
mand, increases supply, and enhances
infrastructure and energy security. So
we are very positive. Yet we are going
to go out of here today with another
situation where we have not reached a
resolve. We have talked about energy,
and if there is any plus to this, it is
that we got the energy bill up for dis-
cussion but in such a convoluted way
that it is very difficult to address it on
the merits for on an up-or-down, clean
vote, which it deserves.

The Democratic leadership has cho-
sen to ignore, if you will, the responsi-
bility that this body has to address a
request of the President. We are going
to go off now and simply look for an-
other day. Well, I am going to look for
another day. I don’t want to disrupt
the body, but I am telling you that we
have to have assurances that we are
going to get an energy bill up, under
some time agreement of some con-
sequence that would be meaningful to
dispose of the issue once and for all.
Any Member can justify his vote today,
not on the issue of an up-or-down vote
on energy but on cloning or his par-
ticular position on the issue of railroad
retirement.

We need to have the Members stand
up and be counted on whether or not it
is in our national security interest to
have an energy bill and have an up-or-
down vote and have amendments and
include, if you will, the ANWR issue.

This isn’t a vote on an energy bill
today. It is not a vote on ANWR. This
is a vote to address a procedural proc-
ess that is very gray in the interpreta-
tion because nobody is going to be able
to clearly define just what they are for
and what they are against.

I see my friend from Kansas who
wants to speak on the cloning. We have

little time remaining. I will reserve 5
minutes of my remaining time and
allow Senator BROWNBACK to have the
difference.

I inquire of the time remaining on
our side?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska has 111⁄2 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
yield 6 minutes to the Senator from
Kansas.

f

MORATORIUM ON CLONING

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
am caught in a position similar to that
of the Senator from Alaska. I support
what he put forward on the energy bill.
It is of utmost urgency. We are so de-
pendent upon unreliable sources of en-
ergy that we will look back and say we
wish we had done something when we
had a chance to do it. We are not doing
it.

I have put forward the moratorium
on cloning. To clarify, where some
have said this is about stem cells, it is
not about stem cells. It is about
cloning—taking a human individual
and creating them by cloning tech-
nology, similar to what was used with
Dolly the sheep. That is not stem cells.
That is about cloning. It is a morato-
rium on cloning—a 6-month timeout.
Let’s wait a little bit and think about
what we are actually getting into as
the world contemplates this matter.
Yet technology is diving into it in the
United States, as we saw announced a
week ago the first human clone ever in
the world by a Massachusetts com-
pany.

Let’s think about this. That is why
we brought up this issue on this proce-
dural vehicle, saying lets get a clear
vote on a 6-month moratorium. It is
not an outright ban on everything for
all time. It is 6 months where we hold
hearings, do a thoughtful process. The
House already has voted on the issue
by over a 100-vote margin. They voted
to ban cloning altogether. The Presi-
dent is pleading for a bill on banning
cloning altogether. We weren’t even
going that far. We are saying a 6-
month moratorium while we think
about it, instead of letting private
companies basically decide a huge
issue for humanity.

Right now we are letting private
companies decide if they think it is OK
to clone humans or not by their own
privately hired ethics board. Do they
think it is fine we clone humans or not.
They are making the decision when
this is something that should be in the
public purview and public domain after
thoughtful conversation.

We are pleading for the time to do
that. That is why I put the amendment
together with the energy bill. We are
getting toward the end of the session,
and we need some discussion and clar-
ity on this issue. Where the House has
acted and the President is seeking a
bill, we are in difficulty getting the bill
done.
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